
Board Meeting Minutes 
Dec 1, 2020

Opening
The regular board meeting of the Linn County Master Gardeners Association was called to 
order at 1:02 pm via Zoom.

Present
Kelly Muller, President
Brenda Winslow, 2nd Vice President
Betty Goergen, Treasurer
Ranee Webb, Member at Large and Past President
Dan Murphy, Member at Large
Janice Gregg- OMGA Rep 
Brooke Edmunds – OSU Extension 
Elizabeth Records - OSU Extension
Susan Morton
Peg Duerr
Bobbey Rainey
Diane White
Erin Steinke
Nancy Ragghianti
Sue Wilson

Approval of Minutes
The November Minutes were approved. October minutes were not distributed, so approval is 
delayed until the January Board meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report
There was no income or expenses for November. The link to the bank website was not 
working, so bank balances reported were the same as the last report. With less activity, we did
not spend $2655.19 of the funds allocated in the 2020 budget.

The bank balance as of Nov 1, 2020 was $18,113.09 and the CD balance was $10,125.33. 

Neither LCMGA or OMGA will collect dues for 2021. Betty adjusted the budget for 2021 to 
reflect the changes in dues collection. A motion was made, seconded, and the Board 
approved the revised budget to reflect that change. 

New Board for 2021 – Kelly Muller
A vote for the 2021 Board was put to the membership out via e-mail. The following have been 
elected for the 2021 Board. 

Kelly Muller, President
Dan Murphy, 1st Vice President
Brenda Winslow, 2nd Vice President
Betty Goergen, Treasurer
Ann Capps- Ranee Webb, Co-Secretaries



Ann Kinkley, OMGA Rep
Sue Wilson, OMGA Alt Rep
Janice Gregg, OMGA - Mini College Rep
Bobbye Rainey, Member at Large
Diane White, Member at Large
 

Up to three additional Members at Large may be appointed by the President. 

Extension Reports - Elizabeth Records 
Elizabeth thanked the master gardeners who provided pictures of their gardens. 

Graduation, with recognition of volunteers, will be on December 15th at 7:00 pm via Zoom.

Kelly is working with Elizabeth on recognition awards. She would like to do a special 
recognition of Rich Little- “The Bug Man”. They are also working on a scrapbook presentation 
with photos of master gardeners. If you have a favorite picture of yourself, send it to Kelly. 
 

Brooke and Elizabeth are working on future opportunities and training for current volunteers. 
Elizabeth thanked volunteers who have done their required paperwork for 2021. With little 
activity the December e-news will continue to be every other week. 

Elizabeth suggested that we have more co-chairs for projects, so we have back-ups should a 
master gardener not be able to continue. 

Demo Garden Report – Kelly Muller – Betty Goergen – Janice Gregg
Bell Garden Landscaping and Home-Grown Gardens have submitted bids for upgrading the 
demo garden irrigation system. We are waiting for one more bid. If we don’t hear soon Betty 
will contact Larry Steele to help her decide between the two current bids. Janice suggested 
that we get a scale to more accurately weigh donations to food banks. She, Kelly and Ranee 
will work together to decide which scale to purchase. 

OMGA – Janice Gregg
Although OMGA dues have been waived, awards and grants are still being bestowed by 
OMGA. The list of newly elected Linn Board members needs to be sent to OMGA soon. An on-
line OMGA celebration of master gardeners had 640 people register. The reports were very 
positive about this celebration.
 

The International Master Gardener Meeting will be April 5th. Sign up should be available by 
February. Watch for that sign up and don’t delay in registering, since there will be a cap on 
registrants. It will be a virtual meeting at a reasonable cost.
 

The annual OMGA Retreat is online today from 1:30-3:00. There will be a discussion of plant 
sales and how that will look in 2021 due to COVID issues. This discussion will help with other 
events as well. 

The Linn County Master Gardeners Association was awarded the OMGA Marje Luce Search 
for Excellence Award for 2020. This award recognized LCMGA’s Pollinator Project. The award 
included a check to LCMGA for $250. 
Those who win this award are asked to do a presentation about at Mini-College that includes 
information about how we accomplished this project. 

Bee Project - Susan Morton – Ranee Webb
We had the last two cocoon cleaning sessions at Rich Little’s home which we divided into 
morning and afternoon sessions. There was very good social distancing, mask wearing, and 
three open-air area workspaces. Rich stressed that we are all helping with the scientific 
learning that is being done. These sessions were a very good learning experience for those 



attending. Rich’s site had significant issues with mites this year, but the woodpecker damage 
also caused issues. As a result of that and restrictions on going to super sites during COVID, 
we have a much lower cocoon harvest of about 5-6,000 cocoons. (less than half the usual 
harvest). There are several people who are donating extra cocoons, so we expect about 3,000 
additional cocoons. That will help. J & B Nursery and Shonnard’s have been told that we 
cannot supply cocoons to them this year. Sales of bee supplies and cocoons will likely be pre-
orders with a drive-thru pick up process. A proposal for this process will be submitted to OSU 
for approval. 
Rich continues to do a lot of research on leaf cutter and cane berry bees. We will likely move 
forward with these bees in a different way. We plan to find appropriate sites for renting these 
cocoons. We would place the cocoons and harvest the cocoons at these sites to build up our 
supply. The benefit for those renting the bees would be increased pollination. 

Elizabeth reported that reviews of the recent podcast that Ranee and Susan did has primarily 
had good reviews. Several indicated that they will be changing their practices as a result of 
learning more from the podcast. 

Directory – Service Bars – Brenda Winslow 
The directory is ready. Once hours of service information have been gathered the directory will
be sent. Service bars will be sent with the directory. The directory should come out much 
earlier this year. 

MG Skills Survey to Share- Ranee Webb and Elizabeth Records
 

Ranee asked if we could find a way to get more information about our members skills. We 
don’t always know who has tech skill or expertise in certain areas. Elizabeth Records 
suggested that more people learn how to use Google Forms, Square space and other tech 
help. Learning these tech skills would count as continuing education. 

 Does anyone have the skills or desire to put together a survey that could be shared with
other master gardeners? 

Website- Nancy Ragghianti
Nancy Ragghianti is working on updates and improvements to the LinnMasterGardeners.com 
website. She welcomes more information to post, so feel free to contact her with suggestions. 
We are now using a new platform (WordPress), so the website has had a lot of changes in the 
background. Thank you, Nancy!

Additional Comments: 

Bobbye Rainey, as a new master gardener, thanked us for the support she has been given as 
a trainee. She said she had learned so much from other master gardeners and appreciates 
how welcoming everyone has been. 

The Board meeting adjourned at 1:54pm.

Respectfully submitted by:
Ranee Webb (Substitute for Ann Capps)


